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LOCAL SCHEME OF SUPPORT FOR COUNCIL TAX 2022/23  
 

 
1. Summary 

 
1.1 To recommend the rolling forward of the Local Scheme of Support for Council 

Tax 2021/22, effective from 1 April 2022. 

 
2. RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
To Cabinet 
 
2.1  That the General Assembly of the Council be recommended to roll forward the 

the Local Council Tax Reduction Scheme 2021/22, to be effective from 1 April 
2022. 

To the General Assembly of the Council 

2.2  That the Local Council Tax Reduction Scheme 2021/22, be rolled forward to 
2022/23, with effect from 1 April 2022. 

 

 
3. Background and Discussion 

 
3.1. The Council Tax Reduction Scheme was introduced in April 2013 as a 

replacement for the Council Tax Benefit scheme administered on behalf 
of the Department for Work and Pensions. The duty to create a local 
scheme for working age applicants was placed with billing authorities 
whilst persons of pension age continued to be protected under 
regulations prescribed by Government. 

3.2. The Council is required to approve its local scheme of support for council 
tax each year and this has to been done by 11 March of the preceding 
financial year. The last significant change to the scheme was made for 
2019/20 when the original means-tested scheme was replaced by a 
simple income grid model. Since then, the scheme has been rolled 
forward each year. 

3.3. The local scheme was approved for 2021/22 on 14 December 2020 (Min. 
No 123). It is now recommended that the scheme approved for 2021/22 
be rolled forward to 2022/23, with effect from 1 April 2022. 

3.4. This scheme provides protection for pensioners in line with the 
Government’s decision that pensioners would see no reduction in their 
entitlement from that under the old council tax benefit rules. It also 
reduces the entitlement of working age claimants by 20%. 
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3.5. The award of council tax support is by way of a discount, which reduces 

the amount of council tax collected. Most of this reduction is borne by 
the major preceptors, with the Council suffering a reduction of 
approximately 10% of the total. 

 
4. Relationship to the Corporate Plan 
 

Not applicable. 
 
5. Financial, legal, staffing and other implications and risk assessments* 
 

Financial Implications The annual cost of the current CTRS is £6.514m 
of which £4.457m relates to working-age 
claimants. A large proportion of this cost is borne 
by the major preceptors. Dartford’s pro-rata 
share is approximately £651k (of which £445k 
relates to working age discounts). 

 

The major preceptors are also currently 
contributing £114,530 per annum to the Council 
towards the additional cost of administering the 
scheme and collecting the council tax.  

Legal Implications The scheme is a statutory requirement, governed 
by the Local Government Act 2013. 

Staffing Implications Resources are being monitored to ensure 
collection is maximised. 

Administrative 
Implications 

See staffing implications  

Risk Assessment None specifically 

  
6. Details of Exempt Information Category 
 
 Not applicable. 
 
7. Appendices 
 

None. 
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